Town of Barnstable
Shellfish Committee

1189 Phinneys Lane, Centerville Ma. 02632
www.town.barnstable.ma.us

BARNSTABLE * CENTERVILLE » COTUIT * HYANNIS
MARSTONS MILLS ¢ OSTERVILLE « WEST BARNSTABLE

Office: 508-790-6273
Fax:  508-790-6275

Committee Minutes of the Meeting
DATE: October 14, 2020
TIME: 6:30 P.M. to 7:25 P.M.

This meeting was held via ZOOM

Physically closed to the public to avoid group congregation.

Shellfish Committee Members present: Stuart Rapp, Robert Lancaster, Patricia Farinha, Jacob
Angelo, Paul Caruso, Tyler Hagenstein, and William Shumway

Shellfish Committee Members absent: none

General Public present: Connor Rogan, Nate Mayo and Rose DeCosta, Vineyard Wind

Town Council Liaison present: Kristine Clark

Town_ Staff present: Derek Lawson, MEA Director, Amy Croteau, Natural Resource
Officer/Shellfish Constable

Stuart Rapp chaired the October 14, 2020 meeting of the Shellfish Committee. Stuart Rapp took a
roll call of members present at the meeting. Stuart Rapp read a notice at the beginning of the
meeting:

NOTICE OF RECORDING "Please note that tonight’s meeting is recorded and broadcast on
Channel 18 and, in accordance with MGL Chapter 30A, s. 20, | must inquire whether anyone is
taping this meeting and to please make their presence known.”

1. Meeting Minutes:

Meeting Minutes from July 8, 2020 and August 12, 2020, September 9, 2020 tabled to next meeting
November 18, 2020 along with the this meeting.

2. Chairman’s Comments: None
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3. Natural Resources Report:

Amy Croteau reported:

Tom Marcotti has retired. Liz Lewis is our new Shellfish Biologist. Here on out Amy Croteau will be
tasked with regulatory issues and Liz Lewis will update on field issues.

The following upcoming shellfish openings:

Saturday, October 3, 2020 Recreation Scallop Season

Monday, October 5, 2020 Commercial Scallop Season

Sunday, November 1, 2020 Bay Street Recreational Area is open for recreational Shellfishing and
Closed to Commercial Shellfishing.

Wednesday, November 4, 2020 Oyster Season and Recreational Area at Bay Street and Scudder Lane.
Marsh areas will remain closed until December 15, 2020 pending water quality testing. There are also a
couple of small propagation areas that will remain closed.

Other openings will open November 1, 2020 pending water quality testing. These areas include:

Mill Creek, East Bay, Hyannis Harbor, and Shoestring Bay.

A meeting was held today with Natural Resources and Commercial Harvesters to discuss the topic of
propagation. Discussed propagation program as a whole, it was determined that a working group should
be formed and meet quarterly to keep the flow of communication open. Missing someone from
Agquaculture fishery that is a well establish wild harvester to access historical information and
background to fill in the gaps that Tom Marcotti, has left by retiring. Wayne Hayes maybe interested in
filling that void.

4. New Business:
A. Nate Mayo and Rose DeCosta - Update Vineyard Wind Phase 2

Nate Mayo presented information regarding the landfall areas of Covell’s Beach and Craigville Beach
for the Vineyard Wind project. The project is located 20 miles south of the islands with cable running in
Nantucket Sound and making landfall at these two locations. The process of running cable shore side
will be using Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD).This process actually drills under the sensitive
surface areas. The offshore cables connect onshore via underground conduit tunneled beneath the
beach. This process ensures the cables are safely buried deep beneath the shore. There is a lot of
information and updates provided on their website: https://www.vineyardwind.com/barnstable .

B. General Discussion - Quahog Dragging in the Centerville River Relay, potential for quahog
dragging in other areas of Town.

Amy Croteau discussed the following:

¢ NR reached out to other Towns that allow some type of dragging/dredging to occur
¢ NR reached out to the State for information on the various types of drags/dredges pros and cons
¢ NR reached out to the Cooperative Extension regarding studies done on dragging/dredging
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Take Home Points:

e Arguments over allowing/prohibiting dragging/dredging go back to its inception

e Concerns over environmental impacts include but are not limited to- resuspension/turbidity
impacts, release of contaminants, release of nutrients, disturbance to/removal of infauna,
sustainability of fishery by allowing such efficient harvest method

e Most studies have shown impacts are not so different from weather related events and most impacts
are short term if they are observed at all

e Benefits can include- bottom turnover (can get rid of organic material, change the pH, add oxygen)
which could promote sets of soft shell clams and quahogs

Things to Consider:

e It can be overdone, locations should be rotated and given years between harvest to promote new
sets and limit overharvest and/or new seed death- not a guaranteed every year fishery

e Works best in deeper water- 20° or more, limits places for use in Three Bays

e Speed of tow and scope of dredge line is key- not enough line or too much line can cause problems
and end up beating up the bottom in an on-productive way

e Dry dragging typically results in increased mortality versus hydraulic dragging

e May not be economically favorable if that is the only species fished in a day but could provide for
catch diversity within a day

e Areas of consideration will need to be studied in terms of area to be dragged and standing stock
assessments- rotation of areas likely if allowed Quahog Dragging- Continued Discussion

Things to Consider:

o Different types of drags are more successful in different types of sediment, the small skiff hydraulic
or dry drag is typically most effective in areas with sandy and/or mixed mud bottom, mucky bottom
not as effective, could cause issues with resuspension in areas with not a lot of flushing between
tides

e New Bedford and Fairhaven dredge fisheries brief history: decades of harvest in 30-40” boats, 12
boats in total in the fishery initially. First used dry drags and switched to hydraulic- was very
successful but water quality closures pushed the boats into smaller and smaller areas. Harvest limits
became unsustainable, even with areas rotated on a three year basis Now- New Bedford has one
dredge boat and Fairhaven has none

C. Special Presentations:
1. Jake Angelo - Monthly Documentation of Embayment Bottoms

The videos were not able to be uploaded to be viewed during the meeting. Tabled to next month’s
meeting.
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5. Status of pending NOI pier applications before the Conservation Commission:

A. Applicant: Adrian P. & Mary L. Pryshlak
Project Location: 0 Long Beach Rd, Osterville, MA 02655
Representative: John O’Dea, P.E., Sullivan Engineering & Consulting, Inc.
Proposed Project: To construct and maintain a boardwalk, ramp and float

Conservation Hearing Date: October 27, 2020, 6:30PM,
via Zoom https://zoom.us/j/99398080980
Meeting 1D: 993 9808 0980 or US Toll Free: 888-475-4499

Natural Resources inspected the area and the survey markers were no longer present. This is a very
productive shellfish habitat. After discussion the Shellfish Committee unanimously voted to
approve a motion made by Paul Caruso and seconded by Patricia Farinah to have Stuart Rapp submit
a letter to the Conservation Commission to recommend to not approve this application due to the
area being a very productive shellfish habitat. Pat Farinah will attend the Conservation Commission
Hearing on October 27, 2020.

6. Old Business:  None.
7. Matters not reasonably anticipated by the Chair:

The Shellfish Committee unanimously voted to approve a Motion made by Patricia Farinha and
seconded by Paul Caruso to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted: Terri McDonald — Clerk of the Board
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Important Dates

Saturday October 3, 2020 SCALLOP Season opens recreationally

Monday October 5, 2020 SCALLOP Season opens commercially

Sunday November 1, 2020 Bay Street Recreational Area Is

seasonally established and closes to commercial harvest

The Bay Street Relay Area (DMF/SC23.20), is defined as: the waters, flats and tributaries of that portion of
North Bay from the Town landing at Bay Street to the sign at the tip of the salt marsh at 237 Seapuit Road and
extending to the offshore sign/buoys. (sign/posts and buoys are deployed for the commercial shellfishing
closure

Wednesday November 4, 2020 OYSTER Season opens
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CENTERVILLE RIVER

Bl - |
\ El'mmli}“\
'|I #

L/

Ry
2

= A
2

i

N
0 500 1,000

2,000 Feet
I I I

Open Areas
[FT Closed Areas

LT o
XV
“ﬁs 4

W

o

- (4
L et

® Sign Postings

sP!
e &£ %

1
“—" Shellfish Propagation Closure Areas

o Ways to Water
EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2020

detts Docks [ Piers

FILE: Shellfish{lcennes_Cent.msd JAE 1062020



EAST BAY

Open Areas EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2020 /
23 Closed Areas
®  Sign Postings

5P
"= Shellfish Propagation Closure Areas

Q Ways to Water

= Docks / Piers

N

~>
>

N

A

0 150 300 600 Feat
T T T

FILE: Sell fnblioeares_EasiBay.rmad JAD 105/ 2mn




THREE BAYS NOVEI\/I BER 15T

Open Areas
[ Closed Areas
=1 shellfish Grants (Closed to Public)

’: Shellfish Propagation Closure Areas [

@ Ways to Water

e Docks |/ Plers

A

HORTH BAY
RELAY AREA

SP):{_ DRIFEC 2123

= ] me
3
e
HANDY POINT REC. { * = ‘)‘ - ’
7 SHELLFISHING AREA —\w [ . &
2 (4 Ii. o \
. T T 5P WEST oAy REC. |
: SHELLFISHING M:}u
WIANMRO OYSTER.
WEET BAY A ay ““"“‘- 4
LAY DMFEC 2224
DM 2274

RELAT AREA
DMITSD 29.72

BLUFF POIRT
RELAY AREA
DMPSC 21.20

M
EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2020 L., 1e. 0 o A

[T ————— TR




NORTH BAY OPENS BUT NOT FOR OYSTERS UNTIL
NOVEMBER 4"

'EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1,2020 | o .
f { ‘vy,: : Shallfizh Gramts (Closad 1o Public)

:!1 Shellfish Propagation Closure Areas

—
'ﬁ) Ways Lo Waler




Orpen Areas

M A Closad Areas

Shellfish Grants (Closed to Public
A 0 250 500 1,000 Faet D ( )
{0l M W Y i | 5P ghellfish Propagation Closure Areas

Q Ways to Water
EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2020 = Docks [ Piers




Open Areas
2 Closed Areas

2 Shellfish Grants (Closed to Public)
'/9 Shellfish Propagation Closure Areas

o Ways o Water
= Docks | Piers

ahed
HANDY POINT REC. %

SHELLFISHING Aﬂ!lw\
A -

(fg:‘, COTUIT BAY
-~ RELAY AREA
DMESC 21,22

L

PIRATE'S COVE
DMF/SC 21.2

Q- 375 750 1.500 Fest

T N O O |

EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2020




SHOESTRING BAY

(rpen Areas
[ Closed Areas
] Shellfish Grants (Closed to Public)

5P,
= EGhellfish Propagation Closure Areas

@ ‘Ways to Water
= Docks [ Piers

B

E
.
AT
AVE

CHAR O T

N
0 500 1,000 2,000 Fest A
EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2020 NN

FILE: Shell inhClommrs_Foppod JAD. @'

==




NOI- 0 Long Beach Road, Osterville

HYANNIS QUADRANGLE
MASSACHUSETTS-BARNSTABLE CO.
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOCG IlkPHle

Locus Plan

Scale 1:12,000
pasors Map: 185
Pareai: 044
Addrags! 0 Long Beoch Rood
Centerville MA

Groundwater Protection Zome: Estuary Protection Directions: From Hynnis — T
AF the West Endg Rotary t

SBcudder Avenus. Toke o

Flood Zone: VE |".'_-|'_ |5_,- and folfow a= il
Turn Mfl onte Long Ssoch Rood o

Zo.n.lr.!g '?l- i af the public porking arecs ot the end of lhe ¢ rm.!
Follow Long Beoch Rood le the end ond follaw the
trok to the river. Locws property Is approximaledy
1,300 from the paved rood




NOI- 0 Long Beach Road, Osterville

Map printed 00:  10/2/2020 This map ks for illastration purposes only. It is not Parcel lines shown on this map sre only graphic
N adequate for legal boundary determinstion or reprosentations of Assessor’s tax parcels. They are
L | ) regulatory interpretation. Thix map dees not represent ol true property boundaries and do not represent
0 83 . an on-the-ground survey. It may be gencralized, may not  accurate relationships 10 physical objocts on the mop
- - reflect currest conditions, and may contain such as building locstions.
Approx. Scale: 1inch = 83 cartographic errors or omissbons.




NOI- 0 Long Beach Road, Osterville




Centerville River 08.19.2020




Quahog Dragging- Continued Discussion

e Reached out to other Towns that allow some
type of dragging/dredging to occur

e Reached out to the State for information on
the various types of drags/dredges pros and
cons

e Reached out to the Cooperative Extension
regarding studies done on dragging/dredging




Quahog Dragging- Continued Discussion
Take Home Points:

Arguments over allowing/prohibiting dragging/dredging go back to
It’s inception

Concerns over environmental impacts include but are not limited
to- resuspension/turbidity impacts, release of contaminants,
release of nutrients, disturbance to/removal of infauna,

sustainability of fishery by allowing such efficient harvest method
Most studies have shown impacts are not so different from
weather related events and most impacts are short term if they are
observed at all

Benefits can include- bottom turnover (can get rid of organic

material, change the pH, add oxygen) which could promote sets of
soft shell clams and quahogs

HOWEVER




Quahog Dragging- Continued Discussion

Things to Consider:
It can be overdone, locations should be rotated and given years
between harvest to promote new sets and limit overharvest and/or
new seed death- not a guaranteed every year fishery
Works best in deeper water- 20’ or more, limits places for use in
Three Bays
Speed of tow and scope of dredge line is key- not enough line or too

much line can cause problems and end up beating up the bottom in a
non-productive way

Dry dragging typically results in increased mortality versus hydraulic
dragging

May not be economically favorable if that’s the only species fished in
a day but could provide for catch diversity within a day

Areas of consideration will need to be studied in terms of area to be
dragged and standing stock assessments- rotation of areas likely if
allowed




Quahog Dragging- Continued Discussion

Things to Consider:

 Different types of drags are more successful in different types of
sediment, the small skiff hydraulic or dry drag is typically most
effective in areas with sandy and/or mixed mud bottom, mucky
bottom not as effective, could cause issues with resuspension in
areas with not a lot of flushing between tides

New Bedford and Fairhaven dredge fisheries brief history: decades of
harvest in 30-40’ boats, 12 boats in total in the fishery initially. First
used dry drags and switched to hydraulic- was very successful but
water quality closures pushed the boats into smaller and smaller
areas. Harvest limits became unsustainable, even with areas rotated
on a three year basis....

Now- New Bedford has 1 dredge boat and Fairhaven has 0
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