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       AGENDA 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 4:00PM 

 
Call to Order    
 
Notice of Recording 
Please note that this meeting is recorded and broadcast on Channel 18 and public participation is available 
through this link https://zoom.us/j/93511132267 or by dialing 888-475-4499 – Meeting ID: 93511132267 
must inquire whether anyone is taping this meeting and to please make their presence known. 
 
The Barnstable Historical Commission Public Hearing will be held by remote participation methods as a result 
of the COVID-19 state of emergency in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
 
Alternative public access to this meeting shall be provided in the following manner: 
 
1. The meeting will be televised via Channel 18 and may be viewed via the Channel 18 website at 
http://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/ 
 
2.  Real-time access to the Barnstable Historical Commission meeting and public comment can be addressed by 

utilizing the Zoom link or telephone number and Meeting ID provided below:  

Link: https://zoom.us/j/93511132267 

Telephone Number:   888 475 4499     Meeting ID: 93511132267 
 

3. Applicants, their representatives and individuals required or entitled to appear before the Barnstable 

Historical Commission may appear remotely and are not permitted to be physically present at the meeting, and 

may participate through the link or telephone number provided above. Documentary exhibits and/or visual 

presentations should be submitted in advance of the meeting to erin.logan@town.barnstable.ma.us, so that 

they may be displayed for remote public access viewing.  

  
Copies of the applications are available for review by calling 508-862-4787 or emailing 
erin.logan@town.barnstable.ma.us 
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Acting under the provisions of the Code of the Town of Barnstable, §112-1 through §112-7, the Historical 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on the following applications. The following Applications have been 
determined significant and were referred to a Public Hearing: 
 
Applications 
Reilly, Jennifer, 671 Old Post Road, Cotuit, Map 054, Parcel 001, McLeod House, built 1928, inventoried 
Partial Demolition - demolish east wing, west wing, and waterside screened in porch volume; replace all 
windows, doors and existing central volume 
 
Other 

 Discussion - David Martin of the Marstons Mills Historical Society to discuss the restoration of the 
Hearse  

 Update – Community Preservation Committee 

 Historic events open to the public 
 
Approval of Minutes   
None at this time 
 
Matters not reasonably anticipated by Chair 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting Dates:  November 17, 2020 & December 15, 2020 
 
Please Note: 
The list of matters, are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may in 
fact be discussed and other items not listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law.  It is possible that if it so votes, the Committee may go into executive session.  The 
Committee may also act on items in an order other than they appear on this agenda.   



MOTIONS & FINDINGS 
Reilly, Jennifer, 671 Old Post Road, Cotuit, Map 054, Parcel 001, McLeod House, built 1928, inventoried 
Partial Demolition - demolish east wing, west wing, and waterside screened in porch volume; replace all 
windows, doors and existing central volume 

 
MOTION 1: 

I move that after review and consideration of public testimony, the application, and associated materials, the 

Significant Building at 671 Old Post Road, Cotuit, is a Preferably Preserved Significant Building. 
 

Second the motion 
 

Vote AYE or NAY: 

AYE:    will impose 18 month delay 

NAY:   will not impose 18 month delay 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Nancy Clark, Nancy Shoemaker, Marilyn Fifield, George Jessop, Cheryl Powell, Fran Parks, 

Jack Kay 

 
NEXT CHOOSE ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING VOTES: 

 
IF MOTION 1 PASSES (AYE VOTE): 
I move that in accordance with Section 112-3(G), the Barnstable Historical Commission determines that the 
partial demolition of the Preferably Preserved Significant Building located at 671 Old Post Road, Cotuit is 
detrimental to the historical, cultural, and architectural heritage or resources of the Town. 
 

Second the motion 
 

An AYE vote determines that the partial demolition IS detrimental – demolition delay is imposed 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Nancy Clark, Nancy Shoemaker, Marilyn Fifield, George Jessop, Cheryl Powell, Fran Parks, 

Jack Kay 

 
OR  -  IF MOTION 1 FAILS (NAY VOTE): 
       

I move that in accordance with Section 112-3(F), the Barnstable Historical Commission determines that the 

partial demolition of the building located at 671 Old Post Road, Cotuit is not detrimental to the historical, 

cultural, and architectural heritage or resources of the Town. 
 

Second the motion 
 

An AYE vote determines that the partial demolition of the single family structure IS NOT detrimental – no 
demolition delay imposed 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Nancy Clark, Nancy Shoemaker, Marilyn Fifield, George Jessop, Cheryl Powell, Fran Parks, 
Jack Kay 
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Historical Commission Abutter List for Subject Parcel 054013001

All property owners within 300 feet of the subject property's boundaries

Parcel ID Owner 1 Owner 2 Address Line 1 Address Line 2 City State Zip

054009001 HEALY, SARAH A 74 RUDDOCK ROAD SUDBURY 01776MA

054009002 RYAN, CAROL BALL ESTATE OF %MALLOY, PATRICK L & MARIA E 18 DIXEY DRIVE MIDDLETON 01949MA

054010 KAUFMAN, SUMNER & CAROL A %AAR LEGACY LLC PO BOX 66618 BATON ROUGE 70896LA

054011001 NICKSON, CHARLES G & CHARLENE 2807 EAST GROVE LN HOUSTON 77027TX

054011002 PIEPER, CHARLES P & CAROLE J 721 OLD POST RD COTUIT 02635MA

054012 BARNSTABLE, TOWN OF (LDG) 367 MAIN STREET HYANNIS 02601MA

054013001 AAR LEGACY LLC PO BOX 66618 BATON ROUGE 70896LA

054014 FERRY, WILLIAM P & PATTERSON, 
PATRICIA A

PO BOX 750 NAPLES 34106FL

054015001 RODGERS, CHARLES S & FRANCENE 
SUSSNER

100 BELVIDERE ST APT 
8G

BOSTON 02199MA

054015002 KEALLY, FRANCIS T & JULIA B TRS KEALLY OLD POST RD REAL EST TR 10 LONGWOOD DRIVE 
#265

WESTWOOD 02090MA

055003 BARNSTABLE LAND TRUST INC 1540 MAIN STREET WEST BARNSTABLE 02668MA

10/14/2020 1:34 PMReport Generated On:Page 1 of 1 11Total Number of Abutters:

This list by itself does NOT constitute a "Certified List of Abutters" and is provided only as an aid to the determination of abutters.  If a Certified Abutter List is required, you must contact the Assessing Division to 
have this list certified.

MAILED ON 10/5/2020
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                                                           PROPOSAL FOR 

 

                      RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION OF 

                 BARNSTABLE’S 19th CENTURY HEARSE 

                          AND HEARSE HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Submitted to the Barnstable Historical Commission 

               by Marstons Mills Historical Society 

                            September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Background 

The Town of Barnstable acquired a horse-drawn hearse and hearse house for each of the seven 

villages of the Town during the 19th century; the house in each case was usually built next to 

the oldest burying ground of each village. Funds to pay for the hearses and hearse houses were 

appropriated by Town Meeting, as well as for the costs of repair.  Marstons Mills acquired its 

hearse and house next to the Marstons Mills Cemetery on Route 149. 

In the 1889 Town of Barnstable Report, we find the statement “B.F. &C. C. Crocker, paint 

Marstons Mills Hearse House…$4.50.” The hearse in  Marstons Mills was constructed by the 

George Brownell Company of New Bedford, MA.  Over the years, one by one, all of the other 

hearses and hearse houses of that era on Cape Cod have been removed, leaving the hearse and 

hearse house in Marstons Mills as the only 19th century glass hearse remaining on Cape Cod 

and much of southeastern Massachusetts. 

That particular small building ceased to serve as a hearse house during the early 1930’s, and 

became used for storage, a tool shed, and a cemetery-maintenance facility for the Town’s 

Structures and Grounds Department. Vandals repeatedly broke into the building, causing 

damage to the interior and its contents. 

In the meantime, the hearse itself went on display at the Trayser Museum in Barnstable Village. 

In 1984 the Town was preparing to move this small building to Sandy Neck to serve as a 

gatehouse. However, a number of Marstons Mills residents as well as the Barnstable Historical 

Commission objected to having this building moved, and the operation was suspended.  

Subsequently a volunteer group comprised of members of the Marstons Mills Historical Society, 

the Liberty Hall Club, and the Marstons Mills Village Association worked to save and renovate 

the hearse house, completing that work in 1991.  When the Trayser Museum closed, the 

Marstons Mills hearse was moved to occupy the hearse house once more.   

Since that time, the hearse has been displayed on occasion in parades and at Marstons Mills 

Village Day, the most recent occasion having been about 10 years ago.  The hearse and hearse 

house are a source of pride for residents of the Mills. 

The Hearse 

The hearse consists of: 

     General dimensions of 7-foot length and 3 and ½-foot width 

     Four iron-clad wheels (two 40-inch diameter in front; two 50-inch diameter in rear) 

     Glass-enclosed coffin area, enclosed in wood 

     Cloth fringed curtains and floor casters for moving coffin in and out 



   Six ornamental carvings of plumes on roof of hearse 

   Leather seat for driver 

   Cabinet underneath coffin area for ice, to prevent deterioration of body in coffin 

   Drain plug for ice water, underneath frame 

   Traces for horses, including harness 

   Wooden unwheeled barrow for transporting coffin from hearse to graveside. 

The Needs 

   Hearse House:  Although the hearse house has served its purpose well, two problems have 

gradually arisen. First is the frequency of visits by rodents who not only have left droppings in 

the house, but also have chewed some of the leather on the hearse; rodent-poison blocks have 

recently been placed around all walls of the house as an attempted deterrent, and the 

droppings have been swept up and removed. Second is a roof leak which, during rains, causes 

water to drip onto the roof of the hearse; roof repair of the house is therefore needed. A 

meeting with Dan St. Pierre, Foreman of Cemeteries, and representatives of the Town 

Structures and Grounds Department on August 25, 2020 resulted in prompt action of roof 

replacement and tree-trimming next to the house. 

  Hearse: While the hearse itself remains in “fair” condition, a number of repairs are needed in 

order to restore it to its original condition and preserve it for the future. These include: 

 A thorough cleaning with carefully selected cleaning substances 

 Repair rodent damage and water damage on hearse roof 

 Cast-iron ornamental “capitals” on the roof need special cleaning 

 Restore the exterior black paint through a special liquid mix 

 Restore the driver’s seat which is made of leather 

 Insert grease into the wheel hubs 

 Remove rust from the hearse 

 Clean the delicate fabric of the curtains 

 Re-sew the sagging fringe of the curtain fabric 

 Locate and install a historic lantern on right side of driver’s seat 

 After necessary sand-papering, repaint all wood, iron, and leather 

   The objective of the project is to make the hearse once again ready for historical display and 

for occasional funeral use.  

    An estimate of the cost for careful and comprehensive hearse repair by knowledgeable 

individuals may be approximately $25,000.  



 

 

Next Actions 

The following steps are recommended as the next steps for the project: 

1. Request the Barnstable Structures and Grounds Department to carry out the needed roof 

repairs on the hearse house. 

2. Form a Hearse Committee, comprised of representatives of the community and a historical 

anthropologist. 

3. Present this report to the Barnstable Historical Commission for their discussion and 

recommendation. 

4. Obtain estimates of restoration costs from restoration experts. 

5. Ask that the Commission forward this request for funding to the Barnstable Town Council. 

6. Seek funding for the project from Town sources, Community Preservation Funds, 

corporate donations, and other sources. 

7. Establish a time-line for the project, with the aim of completion by the end of 2021. 

 

Photographs of the Hearse House and the Hearse now follow. 
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